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between natives and outsiders. This is not a legal
distinction ; from the legal point of view those who
reside in a district for more than three years become
members of the local community.1 But this does not
constitute, in the people's eyes, real membership of
the village.

To analyse this distinction, it may be better to take
concrete cases of those who are considered as out-
siders in the village. There are ten such households,
and their professions and birth-places are as follows :

Barber        .        .        .        .        .2 Chenkiang (Kiangsu)
Miller and shoemaker  .        .        .  i Tanyang (Kiangsu)
Grocer.....i Hengshan (A village in the

same district)
Spinner      .        .        .        .        . i Wuchiashen  (A village  in

the same district)

Priest.....i ChenTse

Operator of the pumping machine .  i Ningpo (Chekiang)
Silversmith         .        .        .        .  r Shaohsing (Chekiang)

Bamboo artisan   .        .        .        . i Chinhua (Chekiang)
Medicine dealer  .        .        .        * i Wuchen (Chekiang)

Their common characters are (i) that they are
immigrants and (2) that they are engaged in special
professions. But I have no information about the
necessary period of residence in order to attain the
status of being a native villager. I have, however,
known cases of children of the " outsiders " born in
the village being treated like their parents. It appears
that the distinction is not made solely on the considera-
tion of period of residence.

On the other hand, the fact that none of the outsiders
are farmers is significant. Although not all special
professions are filled by them, they constitute one-third
of the whole group (VI11-2). It prevents them from
quick assimilation.

Law Governing the Population Registration, December 12, 1931*